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PROPOSED REVISION:
  Add prohibition to reference modify group items subordinate to strongly typed group items.
JUSTIFICATION:
  The purpose of strongly typed groups is to prevent any references to the data described in a manner that could be inconsistent with their data types.  We disallow redefining groups that are subordinate to strongly typed items, we also need to disallow reference modification to these groups.

COMPATIBILITY:
This feature is compatible with ANSI X3.23-1985 as amended by ANSI X3.23a-1989 and ANSI X3.23b-1993.

DISCUSSION:
Meeting 221:

 This inconsistency was discovered in the discussion of bit and national groups, paper 99-0432.

PROPOSED CHANGES TO BASE DOCUMENT:

1).  Page 100, 8.4.2.3.2 syntax rules, rule 1, replace last bullet with 

“-- a group that is not strongly typed and not subordinate to a group that is strongly typed.”

SUBSTANTIVE CHANGES (NOT AFFECTING): NONE.

SUBSTANTIVE CHANGES (POTENTIALLY AFFECTING): NONE.

RESOLVED ISSUES:
Meeting 221:  Inconsistency in treatment of groups subordinate to strongly typed groups.

OPEN ISSUES: NONE.

